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been nade.

Most of ny friends or many of ny friends
and ny associates and | can attribute nuch of our
success to the gam ng industry, and particularly to
G and Casi no.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you.

Jerry Boone.

MR. VAN BERRY: CGood afternoon. M nane
is Cinton Van Berry, and unfortunately M. Boone
coul d not cone today.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES:  Ckay.

MR VAN BERRY: So | have been asked to
speak in his place.

I represent Harrah's of Atlantic Gty, and
on behal f of nyself and my fell ow coll eagues, | would
like to thank you for this opportunity to speak

Bei ng the son of parents that worked in
the State and Agricultural Departnent, |'mproud to be
able to return to nmy hone town of Washington, D.C., to
voi ce ny views on how the gam ng industry has

profoundly inpacted ny life.
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I cherish my early years here in
Washi ngt on and was fortunate enough to have built a
successful retail store which afforded ny famly a
confortable life style. However, with the
construction of the Metro transit system nmny store's
viability was quickly in jeopardy as wal k-by traffic
virtual ly di sappeared

This, coupled with the fact that
affordable famly housing in the District of Colunbia
regi on was out of reach, caused nme to | eave ny forner
hone for a newlife along this Southern New Jersey
shore. Unfortunately, while nmy new home was ideal for
raising a famly, quality careers were scarce, and
found nysel f working four part-tinme jobs to sinply
make ends neet.

Fortunately, a new industry, casino
gam ng, was arising just a fewmles away. | was
i mMmedi ately hired by this fledgling industry, and
since that day | have been able to provide for nyself
and ny famly, which would not have been possible
wi t hout the opportunity that casi no enpl oynment

present ed.
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Today the residents of small towns |ike
m ne surrounding Atlantic Gty have reaped the
benefits of the conpetitive job environnent that
casi nos have created. In ny tinme in the Atlantic Gty
region, I have seen wages increase, non-casino jobs
enmerge, quality housing be created, and good people
nove fromwel fare to work

I can attest to the inprovenent in our
conmuni ties since, in addition to serving as a gam ng
enpl oyee, | also serve as Chief Financial Oficer for
nmy municipality and have seen first hand the increased
i nvestment and inprovenents in the quality of life
that is a direct result of positive influence of
casi no gam ng.

On a personal level | feel that I aman
excel l ent exanpl e of the positive inpact casinos can
have not only on communities, but individuals. Thanks
to ny salary as a casino gane supervisor, | have been
able to afford a nice hone, a second hone here in
Washi ngton where | grew up, a new car, and best of
all, to send ny ol dest daughter to Tufts University

where she recently graduated.
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In fact, ny wife and | were even able to
qualify to adopt our beautiful daughter in 1983,
thanks in part to the financial stability that ny
casi no career has brought ne.

My story may not be the nobst gl anorous
exanpl e of the positive inpact of casinos. In fact,
it's just one of thousands of success stories fromny
conpany, Harrah's, al one.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Wl |, thank you for
com ng and sharing that story, and |I'mgoing to ask
you to submt the rest of that for the record.

And we now have Ms. -- is it Effie E zey?

MS. ELZEY: Effie El zey.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: And Jim Mathias; is
that correct?

M5. ELZEY: Yes. |'mcounty comm ssioner
for Dorchester County, and |I'mgoing to defer ny
testinmony to the mayor, but | first want to ask you to
consider the small counties in Maryland of which I am
a part, and we are a wonderful place to live and raise
a famly

I've given you witten testi nmony of our
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